As we circled above Jackson airport in Port Moresby, the capital of Papua New Guinea, I wrote my first journal entry; “It is so tropical and lush out there. There is this beautiful rainbow resting on top of the rising sun.” Nick, the representative from MTS, (Melanesian Tourist Services) was there ready to take me on my day tour of Port Moresby.  We explored the national museum, which was really terrific. It was a great start into this new culture I would become familiar with in the next 2 weeks. 

A few hours later, admiring the aerial view again, I landed in Madang where I met James wearing his colorful native dress. The warm tropical weather set the perfect atmosphere for the kids running and playing in the fields and the water splashing up on the rocks and the tall trees swaying in the light breeze with the Bismark Sea flowing in the background. 

The Madang Resort Hotel was a tropical paradise. Besides having 2 pools, a fresh water and salt water, it was in the perfect setting. The Ship, MTS Discoverer docks in front of the hotel making it the perfect stopover before boarding the luxury cruise of the islands and the mighty Sepik River. The hotel is only minutes away from the heart of town and the colorful, local crafts and food market. I had plenty of time to wander into Best Buy, the local supermarket and stock up on juice, water and snacks before boarding The MTS Discoverer.

Busy Bee, my guide for the day was so enthusiastic and loved teaching me about his beautiful home. The fruit bats congregate in the mango trees and I watched copra being extracted from the coconuts. I loved watching the local villagers swinging on vines over the rivers. One of my favorite memories is of all of the bright red smiling faces that greeted me. The mouths were stained red from eating the Beetlenut with lime and mustard. This is quite a pastime. 

As we cruised through the islands and the lower Sepik River, I felt as though we were traveling through the pages of National Geographic. The faces were always smiling and kids love to greet you with hello and a handshake. They are anxious to show you their homes and especially their schools. They are very proud. 

I had the marvelous experience to fly by helicopter to Kar Kar Island the largest in the province where I visited a local school and learned the national anthem for PNG and of course sang mine. They laughed when I could not reach the high notes. 

The food on the MTS Discoverer was never ending. It never stopped coming. The daily breakfast buffets had selections for meat lovers and vegetarians. The fruit was always as sweet as could be and you just never hungered for anything. If you had a request, the chef would make sure your personal desires were satisfied. 

The crew was outstanding catering to fulfill your dream vacation. Brian, the cruise director, was always available ready to answer any questions and 

