G'Day,

Well, I've been home for 6 days now. It was a long 13 hours home. I can't believe I'm back facing the L.A. traffic once again. You may have noticed my email address. I am no longer going to use Hotmail so all future correspondence should be sent to me at WrldTrvlrr@aol.com. Thank you.

In case you decide not to read this last, long email, I thought I'd throw this in the beginning. As I really look forward to seeing many of you soon, I would like to invite you to join me for a taste of Emu, Crocodile and Kangeroo Jerkey at no other than Airtel Plaza in Van Nuys on Sat. March 23 starting at 8:00pm. I promise I won't serve any vegemite. We will also have some really fun Aussie pub songs to sing-a-long too. We are going to try something different besides looking at pics. I'm going to bring my didjeridoo and we are going to have a playing contest with real aussie prizes. In case you didn't read the didj letter, it is probably the first instrument in the world. It is a native aboriginal instrument. It is a tree branch hollowed out by termites that makes a very distinct sound. It should be good fun. After the contest, I'll have some CD's to show us what it should really sound like. Anyway, if you need directions, just call me. My phone # is at the end. Actually, drop me an email or give me a ring and let me know if you will be there. Cheers.

Well I thought I'd write one last time and share my last thoughts with you. As I spent so much time in Sydney and it was my final destination, many of the following references are my impressions from there.

What did I learn to say?

No Worries, No Dramas, Bugger, Shocking, You Reckon?, Good on You, Sweet As, Wicked, Just Muckin Around

What was most popular on TV?

The Simpsons, Everyone Loves Raymond, All Australian Survivor, Australian Fear Factor, Australian Who Wants to be a Millionaire, Australian Shaft, Australian Weakest Link and Aussie shows Neighbors and Home & Away. They also get Rikki Lake and of course Jerry Springer which I may add is why they think all Americans are just plain nuts.

McDonalds were everywhere and they serve ham and cheese toasted sandwiches. When you go out and ask for napkins you are handed one and if you ask for ketchup you get one packet of tomato sauce. You are charged for extras. If you order hot food from a market they ask if you want salt or chicken salt on your chips (fries) or fish fillets. The chicken salt is quite good. Taco Bell serves hamburgers fries and cheese fries. They have KFC's, Burger Kings and Hungry Jacks. McDonalds McCafe's were all over cities as well.

CD's are on the shelves with just the plastic case. They do not have cellophane around them. You get the CD from behind the counter when you purchase it. This lets you listen to every CD that is sold. A new release is around AU$29.99 or $15.50. 

When you walk down a street in Sydney, you are bound to find several bars open at all hours and you will always find people in them drinking beer. Where at home 90+ percent of the patrons will be locals, in Aussie pubs, 90+ percent are from anywhere so the crowds are quite eclectic.  The backpacker bars all over have special deals to draw in the crowds like free meals or drinks before a certain hour and keep the music going till 6am. They are pretty much non-stop. There were always tables to dance on…and we did. (I participated in that once or twice). 

Australia and New Zealand are countries that cater to the backpacker so they are extremely easy to travel with great public transportation. Because there are so many foreigners traveling there are always jobs for them as most young people work there way around the countries if they are there for extended periods of time. So, if you are looking for work, fruit picking is very popular and always available. I did not participate in that.

The Aussies (men anyway) pretty much say what is on there mind. They seem pretty straightforward. They are pretty relaxed and live their motto of no worries. The girls were great and really friendly. They always seemed to invite new people into their social groups. The guys seem to enjoy just going out with their blokes and hanging out. They seem to be able to amuse themselves without girls along as long as they have a beer in their hands. 

Sydney was like one huge mall. There are large shopping and food courts everywhere in every building. There are usually several floors and the malls continue underground to the subways where you can also find flower shops, shoe repair and dry cleaners. You really had to walk everywhere to see the variety or you would just miss out. Even the pubs and bars had floors below ground and up to 3 floors above ground with a different atmosphere on each floor. I was just like an explored just waiting to discover something new.

I was in Brisbane and Sydney during the Australian open and boy do they take that seriously. It is tennis all day and night long. Cricket of course is a major pastime as well, which I do believe I understand now. 

Meds are really inexpensive in Australia compared to Los Angeles and codeine is available over the counter. They sell Paracetamol (Tylenol) in 500mg with 7.5mg of Codeine in a box of 20 with 10 tablets of the same with an additional sleeping agent for approximately US$4. The pharmacists told me that Canadians and Americans come and buy the stuff off the shelves. They also sell 24 tabs of 9mg of Codeine mixed with Ibuprofen for about US$6. That is new on their market. 

The occasional Target's, Kmart's and Sizzler's I would run into kept me happy. The latter being nothing like home though. There were no restaurants like Denny's, Cocos, etc. They do have tons of cafes and pubs to eat in. The food was always inexpensive by our standards and really nice. In Cairns when I had my kangaroo, emu and crocodile feast, that ran for about AU$25 or US$13 and that was in a nice outdoor restaurant on the Esplanade in front of the water.

I learned to adapt to their culture, which included crossing the streets whenever you felt safe regardless of the lights. That was weird as I was always looking for a police officer to give me a ticket. I was almost hit a million times as I continually looked at the opposite side of the road before crossing. I don't know why that was so hard for me to get used to.

Pokies machines are everywhere and I was never so confused by slot machines in my life. I just could not figure them out. You could play up to 30 lines or more on some machines and I could never figure out where the 30 lines came from as there were 3 rows of symbols or numbers or whatever the theme may be. I went to the casinos in Melbourne, Cairns, Brisbane and Sydney. They were in many of the bars and pubs so you could take a break from dancing and drinking and go play for a bit. 

Anyway, those were some things I thought would be fun to share with you. I hope to have the opportunity to return one day sooner rather than later. I enjoyed the trip very much and it was quite hard to leave. 

Again, I hope to see you at Airtel on Sat. March 23 starting at 8:00pm. 

For those of you that do not have my contact information:

Elisa Kotin

1641 Veteran Avenue, #8

Los Angeles, CA  90024

310-479-0640

WrldTrvlrr@aol.com

Talk soon.

Cheers,

Elisa

